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Mother trapped in her own body for nine months after brain 
haemorrhage makes startling recovery thanks to last ditch 
surgery 

• Pauline Quinn suffered a brain haemorrhage in July 2011 and was unresponsive for nine 
months, unable to walk, talk or eat 

• Amazed doctors by talking again after shunt drained excess fluid from brain 
• She told her sister she thought she had been in hospital for a few weeks
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•
A woman who was trapped inside her own body for nine months after a brain haemorrhage has 
made a remarkable recovery in just three days.
Pauline Quinn, 49, couldn't walk, talk or feed herself. She was so unresponsive that plans were 
being made to move her to a residential home after doctors said there was nothing more they 
could do.
After three major operations, a last attempt to drain the fluid from Ms Quinn's brain was 
successful - and doctors were left stunned when she was up and talking after just three days.

 
Pauline Quinn was unresponsive for nine months after she suffered a brain haemorrhage. She is 
now able to paint again
 
Pauline in hospital: She started to respond again after brain fluid was drained by a shunt
Her sister, Janiece Wallace, said: 'It was heart breaking to see her lying there. She couldn't do 
anything for herself.
'I had to brush her teeth for her and she was fed through a tube. I would talk to her and although 
she would move her eyes, there was just no one there.
'We thought she was going to be like that forever and there was nothing more we could do for 
her.............

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2273355/Woman-trapped-body-months-
brain-haemorrhage-makes-startling-recovery-thanks-ditch-surgery.html 
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